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existence which Mr. White did not use. The Trumbull papers consist 
mainly of letters to Trumbull, the counterparts of which are, in some 
cases at least, preserved in other collections. Thus the University of 
Illinois contains transcripts of about a dozen Trumbull letters, one of 
which shows that the writer had determined as early as January 10, 
1872, to oppose the reelection of Grant and was in favor of running 
' ' an Independent Republican. ' ' That Mr. White should have made an 
extensive search for out v of the way material was not to be expected, 
perhaps, but his failure to do so and the proportions and impersonal 
character of his book leave the field open for someone with the requisite 
training, patience, and skill to write a life of Lyman Trumbull which 
will be a significant contribution to the literature of American history. 

Solon J. Buck 

Collections of the State Historical Society of Wisconsin. Vol. xx. Ed- 
ited by Reuben Gold Thwaites, LL. D., secretary and super- 
intendent of the society. (Madison, 1911.) 

Dr. Lyman C. Draper, the first secretary of the Wisconsin Historical 
Society, published ten volumes of the Collections before he resigned 
his position; and now death has closed the remarkable career of his 
successor just as the twentieth volume appeared from the press. The 
active association of these two men with the society stretches over a 
period of fifty-nine years; and the fact that two such men guided its 
growth through so many years has been, no doubt, the important force 
in raising the society to its preeminent position. 

Dr. Thwaites Was a newspaper man before entering on the work upon 
which his reputation rests. In many ways his earlier training fitted 
him for some of the tasks of his new office, particularly since this train- 
ing was united with a genial personality and friendliness that charmed 
all who came in contact with him. From first to last, he was eminently 
successful in keeping the work of the historical society before the public, 
in winning for it state-wide support, and in securing large appropria- 
tions from the legislature. Such abilities are very important in the 
administration of a great historical society, and the lack of them has 
frequently been the cause of collapse of otherwise promising enterprises ; 
and from the moment that Dr. Thwaites became secretary until his 
death, there has been a steady growth both in the state appropriations 
to the society and in the efficiency of their expenditure. 

The ten volumes of Collections which bear his name mark like guide- 
posts his own development as an editor of historical collections. The 
earlier volumes are not differentiated from those published by contem- 
porary historical societies; they are made up largely of papers of little 
significance interspersed with some reminiscences and documents. The 
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sixteenth volume marked a change of plan and the Collections were, 
henceforth, devoted exclusively to the publication of documents; but, 
although each volume is, generally, limited to a period, there was no at- 
tempt made to make an exhaustive collection so that much work has been 
left for the future investigators and editors. Nor did Mr. Thwaites 
think it incumbent upon him to print the original French of the docu- 
ments, and the student is obliged to trust to a translation not always 
satisfactory. A translation is only an interpretation of a writer 's mean- 
ing, and, therefore, should convey in intelligible language what the trans- 
lator thinks was intended to be said; but Mr. Thwaites seems to have 
thought that he compensated for the failure to print the original by 
keeping the misspelled proper names and the peculiar capitalization of 
the original in the translation, a practice certainly at variance with the 
best purposes of a scientific translation. 

In the later volumes, there has been a greater attempt to make each 
more exhaustive in character; but Mr. Thwaites 's old newspaper train- 
ing has still been of influence and his tendency was to the last to pick 
and choose those documents which he thought would be of interest to the 
public. The present volume is the second number of the Collections to 
be devoted to the Wisconsin fur trade, and without doubt historians will 
regard the two as the most important of the whole series, for, with the 
exception of the long "Journal" of Michel Carot, the original docu- 
ments were in English, and the collection is sufficiently inclusive to 
make possible a systematic study of the subject illustrated. 

"With the death of Dr. Thwaites the cause of western historical study 
has suffered a great loss. He was in many ways the pioneer of scien- 
tific work in the history of the region. Through his numerous publica- 
tions, such as the Jesuit Relations, the Lewis and Clark Journals, and 
the Early Western Travels, he made available for use a large amount 
of most valuable material ; but even, more important was his encourage- 
ment of scholarly research among his younger friends, his unfailing 
generosity in opening to the public the rich collections of the Wiscon- 
sin Historical Society, and last but not least the doctrine of preserving 
documentary material, which he preached at gatherings of historians 
and librarians, up and down the Mississippi Valley. 

C. W. A. 

Reminiscences of Chicago During the Forties and Fifties. With intro- 
duction by Mabel Mcllvaine. (Chicago: R. R. Donnelley 
and Sons, 1913.) 
The above volume belongs to a series which the Lakeside Press has 
been issuing for several years as gift books to their customers at Christ- 
mas time. For three years these little books have contained reminis- 



